Chronic administration of interferon-a decreases blood pressure and heart rate in rats.
We studied the effects of interferon-alpha on rat cardiovascular system. Intravenous administration of intron-A in a dose of 100,000 IU/kg for 3 days led to a permanent and statistically significant decrease in blood pressure (on days 2 and 3) and reduction in heart rate. These effects were not associated with changes in baroreflex regulation of the cardiovascular system.